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Chennail: It's amongst the
most popular educational pro-
grarmumnes on the internet, reg-
{stering more than four mil-
Ion hits across 17 countries,
and now poised to turn into a
Yirtual university The online
nitiative started by the seven
BTs and Indian Institute of Sci-
¢nce to enhance engineering
education through virtual
¢lassrooms will soon be ex-
panded by adding more cours-
es, even physical infrastruc-
ture, and by granting degrees
and diplomas,

The National Programme
on Technology Enhanced
Learning (NPTELS), which got
under way in 2003 with web
and video content to support
engineering students nation-
wide, will next year see in-
crease in number of disci-
plines taught from five to 20,
and the number of virtual
courses offered will goup from
260 to 1,000. With fresh ap-
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Soon, virtual varsity to hand out degrees

pnline Initiative Started By IITs & 1ISc To Have More Courses, Better Infrastructure

q

EDUCATION AT FINGERTIPS: The number of disciplines taught at

NPTEL will increase from five to 20, while the number of virtual
courses offered will be raised from 260 to 1,000

provals from the HRD min-
isiry, the project coordinators
soon plan to offer the equiva-
lent of a degree or a diploma
to students enrolled in the vir-
tual university, )
“Currently we offer 135
video courses and 125 web
courses. By the time we launch
the Open Virtual University in
2012, we will have around 1,000

courses in both undergradu-
ate and postgraduate,” said
Usha Nagarajan, principal
project officer of NPTEL. Un-
like Phase I which offered only
undergraduate courses, Phase
1 will see post-graduate cours-
es being offered in five out of
the 20 disciplines.

NPTEL, conceived in 1999
to support technical education

in underdeveloped areas, has
grown rapidly in popularity.
The programme, which in-
cludes recordings of lectures
by IIT faculty, has areach that
spreads across the north east
and central India to institu-
tions in the deep south. IIT
Madras director M 8§ Ananth
recalled a conversation with a
Nagaland university vice-
chancellor, who spoke of how
NPTEL had kept academic ac-
tivity on his campus from be-
ing derailed during a staff
strike. ““What my profs tock
15 lectures to-teach, you teach
in three,’ was what he said,”
Ananth told an alumni gath-
ering recently

Private engineering col-
leges with inexperienced staff
have been the biggest benefi-
ciaries of the NPTEL pro-
gramme. The only require-
ment on their part is to ensure
broadband connectivity to
each teacher to access the on-
line content. “After its intro-
duction last year, the teaching
staff at my college used it to
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the maximum and the students
are now getting its benefit.
There is a standing instruction
for teachers here to spend at
least two hours a day to learn
the online courses of NPTEL,”
said Dr 8 Subrahmaniyan,
principal of Coimbatore’s Sri
Krishna Institute of Engi-
neering and Technology. The
college is planning to ensure
access for all its engineering
students the next academic
year onwards.

The IITs are currently in
the process of identifying 15
college clusters across India
where lab facilities could also
be provided to supplement
the Virtual University. To en-
sure that students getting on-
line lessons are not denied
practical knowledge, colleges
equipped with large labs
will be identified. Most col-
leges do not use their labs
in the summer months.
Hence, students who are part
of the open virtual universi-
ty will be encouraged to use
these labs.



Times of India ND 24-Dec-10 p-22

Page 2 of 12

‘Universe is not defined by one beginning and end’

Cosmologist Roger Penrose of
Oxford University and author of
the recently released book, The
Cycles of Time, was in Delhi
recently fo deliver the Subrah-
manyan Chandrasekhar Centen-
nial Lecture {(part-organised by
the Centre for Philosophy and
Foundationsof Science) onanew
view of biack holes and the
universe. He talks to Narayani
Ganesh on his new theory of the
originandfutureof theuniverse:

M What is extraordinary
ahout your new view of the
universe?

My conformal cyclic cos-
mology theory is a departure
from the Big Bang theory of
the universe that is generally
perceived to mean that the
universe burst forth in a Big
Bang from an infinitesimal
point and then expanded by
inflation. However, what i'm
saying is that the universe is

not defined by one beginning
and end but goes through an
infinite succession of begin-
nings and endings into the
remote future, without a re-
versal or what is called crunch-
ing. It never collapses, it goes
onexpanding andit'sacycle.
B Could you explain this
cyclical process?

The cycle from the infinitely
expanded universe to the Big
Bang of the next aeon is better

explained with
{3 classical mathe-
4 maticalequations.

r———— However, you
could say verbally that the uni-
verse is undergoing accelerat-
ing expanston. This is best
understood in terms of what
Einstein referred to as the
cosmological constant (he used
this term in 1917 though for the
wrong reasons) - he was hoping
to have a universe that was
static intime. Helater withdrew
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his idea but it could help us best
explain the expanding, remote
future of our universe where,
following a succession of Big
Bangs in different aeons, there
is hardly anything left because
particles now have little or no
mass. No mass, no scale, right?
As it continues to expand, it
becomes indistinguishable from
the Big Bang of the next aeon;
the universe comes to lose its

memory - it ‘forgets’ how big it
really is. So the big and small,

. longterm and short-term, all

become equivalent.

Inmy scheme of things, there
isnocollapse; one universeleads
to another. One way of discern-
ingthisistofind tracesof energy
bursts that get released when
two galaxies collide and their
black holes merge - as it might
one day happen with the Milky
Way and the Andromeda! My
colleague Vahe Gurzadyan of
Yerevan State University in
Armenia studied the CMB and
found signals in a circle that
seem to corroborate my theory.
However, you do need to see
more of these concentriccircles
and perhaps more studies angd
analyses would reveal more of
information of previcus B1g
Bangs and universes.

M If conceniric rings on the
CMB store information of
theuniverse’s previousincar-

nations, would that not be
somethinglike carbon dating
or studying tree rings to
fix dates?

Come tothink of it, perhaps!
There's an awful lot of informa-
tion in the CMB and it requires
study. My model is driven by
the Second Law of Thermody-
namics that says that random-
ness is increasingall the time.

B How different is your view
of the universe from that of
Stephen Hawking's?

Hawking is playing a erucial
role; the original idea he put
forward is that black holes will
eventually swallow all the ran-
domness; that the black holes
will radiate and disappear and
when they disappear - what
they call the Black Hele paradox
- he says information swal-
lowed by black holes is lost. He
later said that the information
comes back with radiation and
hereidisagree.
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‘Africa has 2 spec1es of elephant

Chicago: Instead of one species of
elephant, Africa has two, re-
searchers have said, confirming sus-
picions about the two distinctly dif-
ferent looking pachyderms.

Using gene sequencing tools,
teams from Harvard, the Univer-
sity of Illinois and the University

‘of York in Britain have shown that
instead of being the same species
— as scientists have long believed
— the African savanna elephant
and the smaller African forest ele-
phant are distant cousins, having
been largely separated for 2 mil-
lion to 7 million vears.

“What our study suggests is for-

MYTH BUSTED: African savanna and

forest elephants are distant cousins

est and savanna elephants are very
distantly related to each other and
not just subspecies or populations

of the same species,” said Alfred
Roca of the University of Illinois,
who worked on the study pub-
lished in the Public Library of Sci-
ence journal PLoS Biclogy.

The teams compared the genet-
ic code of modern elephants from
Africaand Asiato DNA taken from
two extinct species — woolly mam-
moth and mastodon,

“The finding is that forest and
savanna elephants from Africa —
which some have argued are the
same species — areas distinet from
each other as Asian elephants and
mammoths,” David Reich, who
worked on the study, said. reuters
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. SHORT CUTS

Scientists discover gene
that triggers violent anger

esearchers have discovered a genetic -

mutation that could trigger violent anger
under alcohol's influence. They sequenced the
DNA of a number of impulsive volunteers and
compared those sequences with DNA from an
equal number of non-impulisive people. They
found that a single DNA change that blocks a
gene known as HTR2B was predictive of highly
impulsive behaviour. The gene affects
serotonin production and detection in the
brain, the lournal Nature reports. Serotonin is
a neurotransmitter known to¢ influence many
behaviours, including impulsivity, according to
the Telegraph.

Placebo helps, even when you kmow of it:
Placebos can help patients feel better, even if
they are fully aware they are taking a sugar
pill, researchers reported on an unusual
experiment aimed to better understand the
*placebo effect.” Nearly 60% of patients with
irritable bowel syndrome reported they felt
better after knowingly taking placebos twice a
day, compared to 35% of patients who did not
get any new treatment, they report in the
Public tibrary of Science journal PLoS ONE.

This robot 'feels’ with fingertips, smiles:
At first sight, the pid-workerbot looks like a
clump of metal, but there's something
extraordinary about this one — it has fingertip
sensitivity and a variety of facial expressions,
Designed by Dragoljub Surdilovic at the
Fraunhofer Institute for Production Systems
and Design Technology PK in Berlin, the pi4-
workerbot is capable of complex movements
and expressions. Its purpose is to help keep
European produgction competitive.

‘Money woes behind teeth-grinding';
Anincreasing number of cases of teeth-
grinding in debt-ridden Ireland were being
blamed by dentists on patients’ financial
worries. Dentists believe that the increased
levels of bruxism ~ the medical name for
teeth-grinding — are due to stresg brought on
by Ireland’s economic crisis. Doctor Dermot
Canavan of the Irish Dental Association says
the condition is often linked to anxiety and
stress, as well as excessive smoking, alcohol
use and the consumption of too much coffee.
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Creating males withouta Y

Melbourne: Australian re-
searchers are close to solve mys-
teries of human sexual develop-
ment, following an international
coliaboration on genetic studies
that show male mice can be cre-
ated without the Y chromosome.

Adelaide University re-
searcher Paul Thomas who was
quoted by AAP report said the
study has found that a male mouse
can now be created withouta Y
chromosome by activating a sin-
gle gene, called SOX3, in the de-
veloping foetus. Males usually
have one Y chromosome and one
X chromosome, while females

have two X chromosomes.

A gene on the Y, called SRY,
triggers testes development in the
early embrvo, and once these be-
gin to form, the rest of the em-
bryo also becomes male. SOX3 is
knowt to be important for brain
development but has not previ-
ously been shown to be capable of
triggering the male pathway

Thomas said changes in the
human version of the same gene
are present in some patients with
disorders of sexual development.
He and his team generated male
mice with two X chromosomes by
artificially activating the SOX3
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S0OX3 can be used to develop
males without a Y ¢hromosome

gene in the developing genads.
“These XX male 'sex reversed’
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chromosome?

mice are completely male in ap-
pearance, reproductive structures
and behaviour, but are sterile due
to an inability to produce sperm,”
he said adding “We have suspect-
ed for a long time SOX3 is the evo-
lutionary precursor gene for SRY.
By showing SOX3 can activate the
male pathway in the same way as
SRY, we now believe this to be true.”

Studies shows that changes in
the human SOX3 gene are pres-
ent in some individuals who are
XX male and could provide new
insight into the genetic causes of
disorders of sexual developient,
he said. en

Indian IT majors face US visa fee heat

Yashwant Raj

& otters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Indian companies
such as Infosys, Wipro, Tata
and Mahindra Satyam were
earlier made to pay for better
policing of the US’s borders.
They will now be made to pay
for health coverage and treat-
ment of 9/11 rescuers.

A Bill passed on Wednesday
by the Senate provides for $4.3
billion over five years for the
treatment of the 9/11 first
responders — reseue workers
such as ﬁreflghbers and para-

e, )

medics — suffering from expo-
sure to dust, smoke and toxic
fumes.

A part of this money is to be
earned by extending the hike in
HI-B visa fee brought about in
2010 — to fund better policing
of the borders — for another
seven years to now end in 2021
instead of 2014.

“This affects outsourcing
companies such as Wipro, Tata,
Infosys, Satyam — but does not
affect American companies
sueh as: Microsoft, Oracle, Intel,
Apple, ete,” says the homepage
of senator Kirsten Gillibrand,

WHAT THE BILL SAYS .

» The James Zadogra Health and
compensation Act 2010 provides
for $4.3 billion over fiva years for
the treatment of the 9/11first
responders - rescue workers
such as firefighters and para-

one of the sponsors of the bill.

'The 2010 hike in the visa fee
had angered Indian IT compa-
nies who had accused the US
of unfair trade practices against
outsourcing. Officials has then
said it would be impossible to

medics - suffaring from
exposure to dust, smoke and
toxic fumes.

= The Indian companies will now
ba made to pay for health cover-
age and treatment of rescuers.

undo the hike as it was man-
dated by the Congress.

The Bill — called James
Zadogra Health and compensa-
tion Act 2010 (named after
Zadogra, a rescuer who died of
ailments suffered caused by

to debris and fumes)
— has not become law yet,
Barack Obama has still to sign
it. But he is going to sign it, as
the White House has let it be
known. Unlike the last time when
the hike was not said tobe India-
centric, this one has Indian com-
panies very much at the fore-
front, as has been announced by
Gillibrand's website.

“This bill will extend this fee
until September 30, 2021 to con-
tinue leveling the playing field
between companies that follow
the Congressional intent behind
these visa programs and com-

panies that use these visas to
outsource American jobs,” the
senator’s website says in sup-
port of the funding mechanism.
India had lobbied hard
against the last hike. And
protested loudly when it failed
to stop it. And so had Nasscom,
the association of Indfian IT
companies. The Indian embassy
here could not be immediately
reached for a comment.
Gillibrand is a Democratic
senator from New York elect-
ed from a seat vacated by
Hillary Clinton when she
became Secretary of state.
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“Newly found human
relative roamed Asia

Descendants Of Denisovans Live In Pacific Islands

New York: Scientists have recovered the DNA
code of a human relative recently discovered
in Siberia, and it delivered a surprise: This
relative roamed far from the cave that holds
its only known remains.

By comparing the DNA to that of modern
populations, scientists found evidence that
these "Denisovans” from more than 30,000
years ago ranged all across Asia. They appar-
ently interbred with the ancestors of people
now living in Melanesia, a group of islands
northeast of Australia.

There’s no sign that Denisovans mingled
with the ancestors of people now living in
Eurasia, which made the connection between
Siberia and distant Melanesia quite a shock.

It’s the second report in recent months of
using a new tool, genomes of ancient human
relatives, to illliminate the evolutionary his-
tory of humankind. In May, some of the same
scientists reported using the Neanderthal
genome to show that Neanderthals interbred
with ancestors of today’s non-African popu-
lations. That might have happened in the Mid-
dle East after the ancestors left Africa but be-
fore they entered Eurasia, researchers said.

As for the Denisovans, the new work is prob-
ably just the start of what can be learned from
their genome, said one expert familiar with
the research. Eventually, it should provide
clues to traits like eye and skin color, said Todd
Disotell of New York University.

“We're going to be able to piece these peo-
ple together in the next few years from this
genome,” he said.

The existence of a new human relative was
first revealed just nine months age from a sam-
pling of DNA recovered from a finger bone
discovered in the Denisova Cave in southern
Siberia. Researchers proposed the informal
name Denisovans for them in Thursday's is-
sute of the journal Nature, where they report
the new results.

There's not enough evidence to determine
whether Denisovans are a distinct species, the
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THE TOOTH IS OUT THERE: A Denisovan molar
found in Siberia. DNA analysis of the remains of
a Denisovan girl shows that the species ranged

- across Asia and even interbred with the

ancestors of the people now living in
Melanesia, a group of islands near Australia

researchers said.

The genome, recovered from the finger bone,
showed that Denisovans are more closely re-
Iated to Neanderthals than to modern humans.
That indicates that both they and Neanderthals
sprang from a common ancestor on a different
branch of the evolutionary family tree than
the one leading to modern humans.

Scientists have no idea what Denisovans
locked like, said David Reich, a Harvard Uni-
versity researcher and an author of the new
paper. Apart from the genome, the researchers
reported finding a Denisovan upper molar in
the cave, Its large size and features ¢iffer from
teeth of Neanderthals or early modern hu-
mans, both of which lived in the same area at
about the same time as the Denisovans.

Neither the finger bone nor the tooth can
be dated directly, but tests of animal bones
found nearby show the Denisovan remains are
atleast 30,000 years old, and maybe more than
50,000 years old, Reich said. ap
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No inquiry panel to probe
II'T-Kanpur suicides: RTI

KANPUR, DEC 23

DESPITE: suicides by a
number of students at IIT
Kanpur in the last five
years, one . of the
country's - premier
institutes has not consti-
tuted any inquiry . com-
mittee to probe the caus-
es of the extreme steps
taken by its students, an
RTI inquiry revealed
today. :

The RTI application
was filed by PTI seeking
details from the insti-
tute's authorities
regarding the number
students who committed
suicide, the reports of the
inquiry committees
formed after each suicide
and the preventive meas-
ures taken after the inci-
dents.

The response to the
application stated that
the concerned authorities
did not have  any
information about the
reasons behind the sui-
cides of the eight IITians
that took place over a
five-year period from
2005-2010.

"No inquiry commit-

tee has been formed to

investigate the cause
behind these suicides but
a fact finding committee
led by a senior professor
. has been formed to suf-

~ fice the purpose,” IIT

Kanpur Director

Professor Sanjay Govind

Ghande said.

. He said the task of the
fact finding committee is
to inspect if any student
or faculty member is
responsible for the inci-
dents of suicide, but no
“such case has come up so
far. '

However, Ghande
declined to comment on
the report prepared by
the committee, saying it
is an internal matter of
the institution.

According to the

‘response to the RTI
application, among the
eight students who
committed suicide, five
killed themselves by
hanging. ~~  from
ceiling fans, one by jump-
ing from the terrace “of
the faculty building and
the two by jumping
before a train and con-
suming poison respec-

tively.
More tham a month
has passed  since

Madhuri Sale, a final year
BTech student of the
institute was  found
hanging from the ceiling
fan in her  hostel
room here. « But no
progress has been made
in this regard. o
"A counselling centre
has been formed at the

"premises of the institute

to de-stress the students
and help them solve their
problems. Besides this,

several  social and
entertainment pro-
grammes like galaxy,

~ spectrum and yoga class-

es were also organised at
regular intervals for the
students,” he said in
reply to the query
regarding the steps taken
to prevent any further
suicides.

He said the students.
~ focus less on their studies

following the freedom
they enjoy in the
institution and those
who committed suicide
took the step after they
were unable to bear aca-
demic pressure.—PTI
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POLLUTION CHECK

Tamil Nadu, Gujarat to have

pilot emissions trading scheme

By PADMAPARNA GHOSH
padmaparna.g@livemint.com

-------------------------

NEW DELHI

Tamil Nadu and Gujarat will
soon have India's first do-
mestic emissions trading scheme
(ETS), which will be tied to air
pollution. It will be implemented
under a cap on air pollutants set
by the respective state pollution
control boards as a pilot for the
rest of the country for six
months.

Jairam Ramesh, minister of
state for environment and for-
ests, described the plan as “a big
innovation...in  market-friendly
systems of implementing envi-
ronmental laws”.

The scheme works thus: A
ceiling on emissions of a certain
pollutant is set, based on its de-
sired concentration in the atmo-
sphere. The government then is-
sues or auctions free permits to
industrial units in accordance
with the amount of pollutant
they are allowed to emit. If the
plant exceeds the level, it has to
buy these permits from others
and vice-versa.

“I have said before the prob-
lem is not in regulations but in
regulators, That's where the ha-
rassment comes,” Ramesh said
in an interview on Wednesday.
“So 1 have got Esther Duflo, who
is called the most brilliant econ-
omist in the world today. She
and her team from MIT (the
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology) prepared a report for us
on creating an emissions trading
systern and we will start with this
in Tamil Nadu and Gujarat and
later extend it to the rest of the

country,” Ramesh said.

The report that Ramesh re-
ferred to was written by Duflo,
Michael Greenstone and Nicho-
las Ryan of MIT and Rohini
Pande, Harvard Kennedy School,
Harvard University.

The limits on the industria
pollutants will be set by the
states themselves in consultation
with the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board. Akin to the carbon
market, the cap will help in low-
ering pollution levels at lower
overall costs of compliance.

This will allow the regulator to
seta cap on the aggregate level of
pollution permitted, and then al-
low a self-regulating system to
ensure that pollution does not
exceed this cap. A system of
credits that can be traded is most
commonly used for industrial
units falling above or below pol-
lution limits.

A programme covering oxides
of sulphur and nitregen in the
US did work but “this kind of ETS
presupposes lots of things”, said
Anumita Roychowdhury, associ-
ate director at activist group
Centre for Science and Environ-
ment.

“It will need a very transparent
mechanism, robust monitoring
and will have to be quantifiable,
for which a lot of institutional
preparedness will be required,”
she added. “Also, it will apply
more to the organized sector. If
these emissions are in the unor-
ganized sector, it will be very
hard to monitor. So it is limited.
Plus, it might also need third-
party checks.”

Some legal amendments may
be required, said an environ-

ment lawyer, who did not want
to be identified.

“For instance, for the energy
efficiency market, the ECA (En-
ergy Conservation Act) had to be
(changed), which was done by
Parliament,” he added.

This won't be the first market-
based regulatory instrument in
the environmental sector in In-
dia. Under the national mission
on energy efficiency, India will
soon have the “Perform, Achieve
and Trade” mechanism for ener-
gy efficiency, which will cover fa-
cilities that account for more
than 50% of the fossil fuel used in
India, and help reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 25 million
tonnes per year by 2014-15.

Varad Pande, officer on spe-
cial duty to the minister, said
that Tamil Nadu was chosen be-
cause it has been progressive in
its monitoring of air pollution.
The state at present has real-
time online monitoring of pollu-
tion loads at the industrial unit
level, which will be scaled up
and rolled out across the state.

“Gujarat was chosen because
they also have shown interest in
innovations in controlling pollu-
tion,” he said. "Right now, they
are studying the impact of third-
party monitors on pollution
loads.”

There will be a meeting of the
poltution contrel boards and the
ministry on 19 January in Delhi
to discuss the next steps for the
implementation of the ETS, what
the states will require and how
the Centre can help. The frame-
work will be set up in the first
half of 2011 and implemented in
the second, Pande said.
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POSTAL TIE-UP

Law entrance test
targets wider pool

By NixkHIL KANEKAL
nikhil k@livemint.com

.........................

NEW DELHI

he committee that conducts
the admission test for na-
tional law schools has made
changes to improve the content
and the reach of the next edition.

Application forms for the
Common Law Admission Test,
or CLAT, will now be available in
more than 300 outlets across the
country, said M.P. Singh, con-
venor of CLAT and vice-chancel-
lor of the National University of
Juridical Sciences (NUJS) in
Kolkata, the university in charge
of organizing the 2011 test.

Previously, CLAT distributed
forms through two-three banks
each in states with metropolitan
cities. It has now tied up with the
postal service to increase the
number of outlets so the forms
are available in every state.

“We've tied up with the post
office instead of banks, There-
fore, the form would be available
more widely,” said Singh. CLAT
will be held on 15 May.

The committee has also intro-
duced changes to the general
knowledge and legal reasoning
sections of the test, according to
the instructions on the test web-
site, www.clat.ac.in.

The general knowledge sec-
tion will have questions based on
current affairs between May 2010
to May 2011. “We will try and ask
questions on issues that are rele-
vant to the present and the fu-
ture,” Singh said over the phone

from Kolkata. He explained that
the committee intended “to test
general awareness rather than
static knowledge”.

A third change is that the test
will not expect candidates to
know legal terms, sections of law
or legal principles. “Candidates
will not be tested on any prior
knowledge of law or legal con-
cepts, If a technical/legal term is
used in the question, that term
will be explained in the question
itself,” says the website.

“This means students don't
need to study legal principles be-
fore they write the exam—only
their process of reasoning will be
tested,” said Shamnad Basheer,
who is on an internal CLAT com-
mittee at NU]JS,

Basheer said he was not a
member of the committee that
was setting the test paper, since
he is pioneering the project to
bring students from rural areas
into legal education.

Anita T., a graduate of Nation-
al Law School of India University
in Bangalore, who now runs
Paradygm Law, a private tutorial
for CLAT aspirants, said the
changes were welcome from the
candidates’ perspective, She said
the changes in the general know-
ledge section “will force students
to diligently follow current affairs
all the year round rather than
memorizing questions from off-
the-shelf general knowledge
books” and the new legal reason-
ing will “test them purely on
their aptitude and logical think-
ing when it comes to the law".
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One-yr MBA programmes ﬂunk AICTE test

Kirtika Suneja
. FUTURE TENSE
NewDelhi, Dec23:Inadevel- m [IM-A offers PGPX, a one-year post-graduate
opment that is sure to disap- diplomain fm?nageme?g fo:ie:l(ecutwes. for
pointstudentswantingtopur- which is a full-time residentlal programme
sue a one-year MBA course, those wntfl; substantial wor: It:e}xpelnem:::m
i Tech- = 1IM-B offers Management Developm
ﬂ"leAllIndia(-‘oun;;lé(;‘rE has Programmes and one-year Post Graduate
nical Education ( ) Programme for executives who have five-year
turneddown their demand to work experience and a valid GMAT score
grant recognition to su(:.h u |IM-L wil! launch the Internationat
courses. The AICTE has said Programme in Managemenh;or Eixeclitives in G T g
incethetheoreticalandprac- April for mid/senior level professionals to -
:ic:le content of the IE)JBA prepare them for leadership roles Kapil Sibal, HRD minister
coursecannotbecompletedin g ]
aspanof ayear,itwouldnotbe  the council examine the fea- “Theory can be complet- cqu;se_needs:tobeseenvm—a—
possible for it to recognise  sibility of grantingrecogni- edinoneyearbutthe practi- vis 1ts practical cpmponept
suchprogrammes. : tion to a one-year MBApro-  cal aspect of the MBA pro-  also,” AICTE (acting) chair-
The AICTE decision gramme since there’s huge grammeneedsmoretimeas man88 Manthatold FE._
comes after someprivatein-  demand for it and some de- it includes internships. We The council recognises
gimtionsmet the HRDmin-  veloped countries dorecog-  have not approved any one-  only two-year MBA courses
ister Kapil Sibal, urgingthat  nisesuchcourses. year programme as every for freshers but most top B-

One-yr MBA programmes flunk AICTE test
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schools globally have one-
year MBA programimes.
“Currently, there are no one-
year programmes for fresh-
ers but only i5month pro-
grammes for working
executives and they are aiso
notrecognised bythe AICTE.
This programme doesn’t
have much practical compo-
nent as these working execu-
tives already have experi-

. ence,”saidaprofessorfroma

second rungbusinessscheol.
“Around 20 institutes met
the minister and discussed
about the issue but the min-
istry has refused to accept
suchone-year programmes,”
said aministry official.
= Continued on Page 2

Recently, Sibal lauded Hyderabad-
based Indian School of Business of be-
ing ranked among the 12 top B-schools
in the world in a span of 10 years and
said this was even when the institute’s
programme was not recognised.
Currently, the Indian Institutes of
Management (IIM}also offer one-year
executive programmes in the country.
IIM Ahmedabad offers PGPX which is
afull-time residential programme for
executives with substantial work ex-

perience leading to a one-year post-
graduate diploma in management for
executives. IIM Bangalore offers
Mangement Development Pro-
grammes (MDPs) hesides one-year
Post Graduate Programme for execu-
tives, who have five years of work ex-
perience and a valid GMAT score. ITM
Lucknow plans tolaunch Internation-
al Programimne in Management for Ex-
ecutives in Aprilnext yearat its Noida
campus. It is designed for mid/senior

level professtonals, to prepare them
for leadership roles. ssThe pro-
gramme is designed to develop busi-
nesseducation that is grounded in the
Indianand international business en-
vironment.

“Though we are not pushing for the
one-year programmes, but globally, B-
schools like ISB, Insead, Birmingham,
Great Lakes, everyone else is going for
it,” said V Sivaramakrishnan, presi--
dent, Manipal Education Service.



question that needs to engage the nation is how to buil

HREL well-known institutions

in the country —HM Ahmeda-

bad (IIMA), IM Calcutta

tIIMC) and The Economic Times
{ET) — arc currently celebrating their
golden jubilces. It's an occasion to re-
flect on what it tekes to create and sus-
tain institutions of excellence.

Let me take up the institutions in the
order in which 1 got acquainted with
them. 1 joined the two-year programme
at EMC straight from IIT Bombav. 1 had
no aptitude or liking {or engineering, 1
went to HT Bombay because that is what
any sensible student who had done well
academically and did not want to be-
come adoctor was expeced to do. IIMC
provided the perfect escape,

My first impressions of 7IMC were en-
tirely lavourable, A smaller, more com-
pact campusthan HTB, Hostels that were
better maintained. A large room with a
balcony that gave onto anopen expanse.
A pond right in front of the hostel. And
breaklast that was edible and{illing.

The director's welcome could not
have been more ellusive. There was the
inevitable reference 1o our being the
caeam of the creamy’. Alter the hellish
standards at I1TB, HMC was a relief. At-
tendance was not compulsory — HMC
believedintuming outladiesand gentle-
men, not nerds. The quality ol teaching
was highly variable.

Wweall got duly placedand IIMC alum-
ni are now spread all over the world,
many in high positions in the corporate
sector. Thenagging guestionremains: are
beschools anythingmore than placement
agencies? Let meattempt an answer.

Customer locus, Market segmenta-
tion. Brandbuilding. Ratio analysis. Cost
allocation. Net present value. Business
strategy.  Optimisation. Through the
sheerpower ofrepetition overtwo years,
the concepts get se thoroughly dinned
intoyou thattheystaywith you for alile-
time. IMC dida goodjob of that.

It might have done better, HMC was
the first of the IIMs. It quickly lost ground
to IMA and, some would say, later to
HMB. Perhaps being in Calcutta became
somcething of a handicap. But the quatity

Economic Times Kolkata 23/12/2010

A tale of three jubilees

As two Indian Institutes of Management and The Economic Times celebrate their golden jubilees, the

of leadership has certainly been an im-
portant factor, The golden jubilec is a
good time for introspection.

ET was launched in April 1961 in the
face of muchsceptidsm. Whowoulbd want
o read page alter page of economic news
and commentary? Shant Prasad Jain, the
visionary proprictor of Bennett, Coleman
& Co, was not deterred. He encouraged
the hiring of spedalist writers and report-
ers, insome cases at pay scales higher than
thosc in the Thnes of Irdia, (This caused
muchheartbum in TOIstall).

thaveheardthatittockmorethan 10
years lor ET to breal even. But neither
§ P Jain nor his wife, Rama Jain, ever
{altcred in their suppoert to the paper.
Their commitment has paid off richly.
Over the years, ET has extended itscov-
erage from the econemy and the finan-
cial sector w the corporate world, poli-
iics, personalitics and  even
entertainment, From being a niche pa-
per, ithas beceme a mainstream paper.

My alfair with ET started when Fwas
a doctoral student in New York in the
late 1980s. On avisit to Mumbati, Isetup
amectingwith the editor, Manu Shroff.
1 wold Mr Shroff that there were many

ZAHID ALl

interesting things going eninthe world
economy that did not find reflection in
Indianpapers. He suggested Isendinar-
ticles for the edit page. T started writing
for ET thercafter.

OMEmoenthslater, Igotaletter rom
MrShroffasking whether Fwas will-
ing to serve as part-time correspondent
in New York. Ireadily agreed and began
scnding a steady stream of stories onin-
ternational cconomic affairs. One day, |
receiveda call [rom Mr Shroff. A finance
ministers’ meet was due in Montreal in
connection with the Gruguay Round of
world trade negotiations. Could I cover
it for ET? I'was one of two Indian corre-
spondents at the event and lcamt a
thing ortwo aboutreportage.
Icontinuedtowrite lorET offand om
alter I rewrned o India. During the
East-Asian crisis, I commenced a [ort-
nightly column. I have come to value
the discipline as much as the complete
{reedom extended by successive editors
ofthe editorial page,
IIMA, whosc faculty I joined in late
1998, was founded in December, 1961,
1t gotto the top guickly and has stayed
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d lasting institutions, says T T Ram Mohan

thereeversince. Inamilieu inwhichin-
stitutions of higher learning scem al-
most fated to dedine with the passage
oftime, thisis no mean achievement.

What explains IIMA's enduring suc-
cess? Mostafthemagicat IMA wascre-
ated in the first 10 years. Two individu-
als were primarily responsible, Vikram
Sarabhai, the founder, and Ravi Mat-
that, the first full-iime director.

Sarabhai laid down key principles: a
faculty-governed institute; an cmpha-
sis onrelevance and the real world: and
the application of management princi-
plesnotjustto industry butto other im-
pertantscciors suchas agriculture.

Matthaitranstated these principlesin-
to reality. He added concepts that were
startlingly innovative: administrative
positions that carried responsibitity but
no authority; the rotation of all posi-
tions; self-regulation through norms
evolved by the community instead of
rules dispensed from above: a single
term lor the divector. These prindples
and concepts have delined IIMA, They
account [orits pre-eminence. They have
been elements of what might today be
calledasustainable business model”.

To this day, IMA gets three key things
right, admissions, waching and placemce-
nt. The admissions process is completely
insulated [rom outside interference. The
institie docs not compromise on cxcel-
lence inteaching Irgoes all outtoplace s
graduates with the best firms in the world,

In a speech that he made when he
stepped down as director, Matthai said, “1
think this is a good institution. Over the
years... this can become a great institu-
tien.” The transition from good to great is
yet to happen at HIMA, Itis a task that to-
day poses challenges of leadership and
governance ofa different orderalttegether.

A decade ends. It has been a transtor-
mational decade for the country, We can
now look forwardtoa decade in which we
willbecome thelastest-growingeconomy
intheworld, one that promises o usherin
unprecedented prosperity into the ives of
millions. But where are the institutions
that can fire the imagination of the vo-
ung? Where are theinstitution-builders?
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